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Mass Intentions

THE MOST HOLY BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST
Saturday 13th to Sunday 21st June 2020

All Masses will be said by the Priest in Private
Saturday
Bessie Elvin
Sunday

People of the Parish

Tuesday

Kathleen Lawson

Wednesday

June Halliday

Thursday

Ritchard Letford

Friday

Kieran Masterson

Saturday

Ian Dickie

Sunday

People of the Parish

Following recent advice from the Scottish Bishop’s Conference we hope to reopen Churches for private prayer from Friday 19th June.
The following guidelines must be observed.
1. Face coverings must be worn at all times within Church buildings.
2. Two metre physical distancing must be observed.
3. Hand sanitizer will be available for use.
4. Cleaning and disinfecting will be carried out on a regular basis’
5. Please follow signs on entry to Church.
6. Only seats that are marked with tape may be sat on.
7. Parishioners who are shielding, over the age of seventy, pregnant
women and those who receive the flu jab for medical reasons must
8.

observe Scottish government guidance.
Only a maximum of 45 people will be allowed in the Church
at one time.
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These are the early stages for the re-opening of our Church. If we follow
the guidance then a return to the Celebration of Holy Mass should follow as
allowed by the Scottish Government.
We will inform you of changes as they happen.

CHURCH OPENING TIMES FOR PRAYER
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Sunday:

10-12 Noon
10-12 Noon
10-12 Noon
10-12 Noon

These are encouraging steps towards the Reception of the Sacraments.
Fr Kevin Murray

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Peace be with you!
For several weeks now, we have all been living through something we did
not expect and for which we had no time to prepare ourselves, no real precedents
to guide us, no previous experience to reassure us. A microscopic virus has
thrown the whole world into disarray, including our normal Catholic life.
In these circumstances we, the Bishops of Scotland, want to address you
as we are reminded that Jesus alone is our great Hope.
First of all, we want to express our closeness to those of you who have lost
friends or family to Covid-19 and have not been able to grieve for them in our
accustomed ways.
We think, too, of those who have been unwell or have felt the pain of
isolation in recent weeks, of their loved ones who have not been able to tend to
them because of restrictions and also those whose treatment for other conditions
has been delayed. We are mindful especially of those of you who are alone, or in
care homes, or in hospitals. We hope you have found comfort and consolation.
Though public worship has been suspended, the sacrifice of the Mass has still
been offered, and Jesus our High Priest “is always living to make intercession”
for us (Heb 7:25). God does not abandon his people. So, even in the midst of all
this, we can thank the Lord and you for so many good things.
We think of the clergy and religious who have been so assiduous and
innovative in keeping care of parishioners, and of the warm response there has
been: the participation in online liturgies, the engagement with prayer, the support
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offered to the elderly and housebound, and much more. We have come together
as a Church, priests and people.
We have journeyed together and supported each other. We hope that it has
been possible to intensify family prayer and to become sensitive to the many ways
the Lord is present to us.
We thank those of you who are key-workers and have faced the risks to
keep essential services going. We also want to thank all who, at a time of financial
anxiety, have continued to be mindful of the needs of the Church. There has been
so much consideration of others, so much unobtrusive Christian charity, so many
new initiatives. All this is surely a “capital growth” that will enrich our future.
The Bishops co-operated with the Government’s requirement issued in late
March to close public places of worship, along with other public spaces and
gatherings. We did so with heavy hearts, but aware that this was a human and
Christian duty in these exceptional circumstances. In accordance with the 5th
Commandment, we have a fundamental obligation to protect our own and others’
health and life. The Church’s compliance with civil law, as we know, did not
show a lack of faith or any failure to recognise the centrality of the liturgy and
sacraments to our Catholic life and spirituality.
Happily, as the virus abates and restrictions are eased, we can begin to
move firmly and sensibly towards the reopening of churches and the resumption
of public worship. We look forward eagerly to the day when it will be possible to
gather again, without fear, around the altar and celebrate the Holy Eucharist
together.
As Bishops, we have established two Working Groups:The Covid-19 Working Group, under the chairmanship of Sir Harry
Burns, is focussing on what will be required to make our churches and
liturgies safe spaces for private prayer and a phased return to our common
liturgical life.
The Pastoral Ministry Working Group, chaired by Bishop Brian
McGee, is offering guidance on parish pastoral ministry until the pandemic
abates.
The initial results of their work are being published at the same time as this Letter.
Our aim is to act in harmony with the guidance of the Government and the
health authorities, with whom we are in conversation, and to return to our normal
liturgical and devotional practice in a safe and phased way. It is important that
we act together as the Catholic Church in Scotland, in step with one another, and
clear about what is legitimate and prudent at each stage of the process.
Until further notice, the requirement to attend Mass on Sunday and Holy
Days of obligation remains suspended.
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PARISH FINANCES AND CORONAVIRUS
Many people are getting in touch to find out different ways to help the Parish at
this Time. The Curia have put in place a just giving page. If you are able, below
is a link to donate. It is simple and very safe. We are very grateful for any
donations received.
https://donor.secureoperations.com/detailed/donate?charity_id=1086319&type=2&reference=BANNO&amount=

Fr Kevin is continuing with daily Mass in Private and is keeping you all in his
prayers
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